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Socrates said children should be taught music before any other discipline, to help them   understand the concept of beauty.  Achieving a better understanding of beauty is the main objective in band next year!  To get started, on Wednesday, April 27th, following the 4th grade History of Indiana performance, we will have the Beginning Band Instrument Draft!!   
Mainly, there will be a limit of 10 people on most instruments, and a lower limit and some pre-requisites on other instruments (guitar, percussion, horn and oboe).  Students who are taking private piano lessons or lessons on a band instrument at the time of the draft will automatically have first pick towards the instrument they are studying.  Percussionists are required to have 2 years of piano lessons prior to the draft.   

Picking out an instrument can be a wonderful bonding experience between a parent and child.  One of my fondest memories of my grandfather is spending evenings trying out different trumpets at music stores in Duluth, MN.  Your child will be playing their instrument for at least a year, and for many a lifetime, so please take the time to pick out an instrument they will enjoy. 

Please choose a primary instrument and a back-up instrument for the band “draft”. The students are currently trying out the instruments and the results will be emailed to you.   This is only to assist with your decision, not to say what instrument your son/daughter should or should not play.    

Picking out an instrument can be like picking out a fine cigar or purse.  Here are a few ideas to keep in mind: 1) pick an instrument with a sound the student enjoys hearing.  Listen to recordings or concerts and pick out instruments with sounds that make you think, “Wow, that sounds cool!”  2) pick an instrument that fits the student’s body type.  For instance, a larger student might want to play trombone or tuba instead of flute, where as a small petite student might want to play flute instead of tuba; 3) most importantly, take your time finding the instrument the student will want to play!  Understanding and appreciating beauty only comes through consistent practice, and I don’t know many students who enjoy practicing an instrument they do not enjoy playing!  

Sometimes physical features such as teeth structure, lip size and finger size might make a difference, but I do not focus too much on this as there are many exceptions to any rule.  For instance, some people say large lips are bad for trumpet players…I say, “It didn’t seem to hinder Louis Armstrong!”   
Acquiring an instrument:  There are three main options once you pick out the instrument you want to play:  1) purchase an instrument.  Local stores have instruments for purchase (see below for more information).  Payments may be made in full or rent to own.  E-bay and Craigslist are also resources to use when purchasing instruments; 2) local stores have rental programs; the costs depend on the store and instrument being rented; 3) borrow from someone.  
Thank you, have fun picking out instruments, and I look forward to meeting and working with everyone in the next year, particularly on our journey to find and understand beauty!

Sincerely,

Josh Lehigh    

336-5853 ext.405; jlehigh@stcharlesbloomington.org

Bloomington Music Stores:

Vance Music Center

 

 Melody Music

1400 E. 3rd St.


 

1355 W, Bloomfield Rd. (2nd St.)  

(812) 333-2095


 
(812) 336-6319 

(limited selection) 
 

 
Rates are available at their website

www.vancemusiccenter.com


http://www.melodymusicshop.com/
Quick Review:

5th Grade Beginning Band 2016-2017

A.  Pick a primary and secondary instrument  


1.  Student wants to play.

2.  Enjoys the sound of the instrument.

3.  Fits the body.
4.  I will send out a list of the instruments the students have tried and how well they were able to make immediate sounds.

B.  Band Draft-Wednesday, April 22nd (after 4th grade performance)

1.  Draw names to declare order of picking instruments.


2.  Students already taking private lessons will have first pick.


3.  Percussion requires 2 years of piano lessons before draft.


4.  Have two choices in case one is filled.

C.  Getting Instruments


1.  Purchase




a. Local Music Stores

                                                i. in full





ii. payment plans





iii. rent to own




b. E-bay, Craigslist or other on-line purchasing (be careful)



2.  Rent



3.  Borrow
D. Practice!


1. Private lessons are highly recommended

a. Ask Josh Lehigh for referrals if needed

