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Course Catalog

2017-2018
Elective Information

· Each student will take 2 elective classes per semester.  This will make a total of 4 electives per year and a total of 8 electives over their 7th and 8th grade years.

· Classes will be mixed gender and mixed grade levels (7th and 8th grade).
· Students will choose 1st, 2nd, and 3rd choices for each elective class per semester.  Students will be assigned using a lottery system starting with placing 8th grade first.

· Once classes for each semester have been determined, there will be no changes to student schedules unless authorized by the principal. 
· Minimum Requirements to fulfill by the end of 8th grade year:


· Music: 2 of 8 the electives must include a music class
· Art: 1 of 8 the electives must include an art class
· Infomedia/Media Literacy: 2 of 8 the electives must include a computer class
· The schedule will include alternating weeks; a RED week and a BLACK week for each semester.
RED WEEK:
Elective 1: Monday (10:10 – 10:50), Wednesday (1:00 – 1:35), and Friday (10:10 – 10:50) 
Elective 2: Tuesday (10:10 – 10:50) and Thursday (10:10 – 10:50)
BLACK WEEK:
Elective 1: Tuesday (10:10 – 10:50) and Thursday (10:10 – 10:50) 
Elective 2: Monday (10:10 – 10:50), Wednesday (1:00 – 1:35), and Friday (10:10 – 10:50)
Art Division
Teacher: Linda Brown
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Semester 1

Drawing: Drawing with an emphasis on drawing from life, using contour, shading, and shadow to create the illusion of depth.  (Maximum 16 students)

Materials: Student must come with a wire bound sketchbook with minimum size of 9 inch by 12 inch.

Mixed Media:  Experiment with a variety of two and three dimensional mixed media techniques.  Emphasis will be on creativity and independent thinking.  (Maximum 16 students)
Semester 2

Painting: Reproduce a masterpiece from stretching and preparing the canvas to the final details in paint, and create your own masterpiece by “painting with paper”.  Emphasis in this elective is placed on critical thinking skills regarding careful observation, proportion, and color mixing. (Maximum 16 students)

Printmaking: Experience Linocut, Collagraphy, and Monoprinting – both additive and subtractive printing techniques.  Elements and Principles of Design will be studied and reinforced in the creation of print designs.  (Maximum 16 students)
Study Hall Division
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Semester 1

Study Hall: This elective is designed for students to work independently on homework assignments, projects, and study for exams.  Students may also receive help from their academic teachers during this time.  Study hall will alternate between the math, language arts, and social studies classrooms.  (Maximum 25 students)

Study hall will still be offered every Wednesday afternoon for all 7th and 8th grade students.  This time is separate from the study hall elective course.

Semester 2

Study Hall: This elective is designed for students to work independently on homework assignments, projects, and study for exams.  Students may also receive help from their academic teachers during this time.  Study hall will alternate between the math, language arts, and social studies classrooms.  (Maximum 25 students)
Study hall will still be offered every Wednesday afternoon for all 7th and 8th grade students.  This time is separate from the study hall elective course.
Band Division
Teacher: Stephen Lucaites
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Semester 1

Band: (required both semesters) Students will explore different styles of music in a concert band.  Popular, folk, classical, and world music will be performed and practiced to develop individual skills and musicianship on individual instruments.  The main purpose of this course is to prepare students to have success in band at the high school level (technical ability on instrument as well as basic musicianship and theory).  (Maximum 30 students)
Folk Guitar:  Beginning and intermediate acoustic guitar class will allow students to explore different genres of music (folk, pop, country, blues, and classical) while improving skills on the guitar.   Students will perform individually and in groups.  Both lead (melody) and rhythm (chords) guitar will be emphasized. (Maximum 15 students)

Semester 2

Band: (required both semesters) Students will explore different styles of music in a concert band.  Popular, folk, classical, and world music will be performed and practiced to develop individual skills and musicianship on individual instruments.  The main purpose of this course is to prepare students to have success in band at the high school level (technical ability on instrument as well as basic musicianship and theory).  (Maximum 30 students)

Prerequisite: Must have taken semester 1 band in order to sign up for semester 2.


Folk Guitar:  Beginning and intermediate acoustic guitar class will allow students to explore different genres of music (folk, pop, country, blues, and classical) while improving skills on the guitar.   Students will perform individually and in groups.  Both lead (melody) and rhythm (chords) guitar will be emphasized. (Maximum 15 students)
Choir Division
Teacher: Kathy Gorr
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Semester 1

Concert Choir:  A mixed ensemble, this class is for students who love to sing!  Choir students will develop and improve their voices, practice reading music and perform together in a supportive environment.  The choir will sing a wide variety of choral music, including classical, multi-cultural, pop, and Christmas music. Music theory and music history are incorporated in the class. The curriculum is designed to broaden students’ musical knowledge through the enjoyment of singing.  (Maximum 30 students)
 

Semester 2
Broadway Lights:  This elective is specifically designed for students who wish to act and sing in the spring musical. The class will help students develop skills that allow them to study and create characters for the stage. Activities include stage directions, set and costume design and prop collection.  A full length musical will be performed in the spring.  Expect some after school rehearsals and evening performances as needed.  (Maximum 30 students)
Infomedia/Media Literacy Division
Teacher: Danielle Sherman
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These two classes will be offered both semesters this year.
Digital Citizenship: Teens today are using the immense power of digital media to explore, connect, create, and learn in ways never before imagined. With this power, young people have extraordinary opportunities, and yet they face potential pitfalls, too. This course will use the Common Sense Media Curriculum to cover the topics of self-image & identity, relationships & communication, digital footprint & reputation, cyberbullying & digital drama, information literacy, internet safety, privacy & security, and creative credit & copyright.  (Maximum 20 students)
Basic Computer Skills: In this course students will build a solid foundation of basic computer skills to prepare them for 21st Century skills. We will focus on typing, Google Drive, and Microsoft Office. With the help of typing.com, students will learn the basics of typing. The goal is for students to increase speed, accuracy, and confidence in their typing skills through an entertaining typing curriculum. In order to collaborate efficiently on projects, students will use their St. Charles issued Gmail accounts to log into Google and navigate through their Google Drive and Google Classroom. Within Google Drive, students will learn how to effectively use Google Docs, Google forms, Google sheets, and Google slides.  (Maximum 20 students)
